Abstract. On the basis of statistics and comparative analysis the article shows ethnodemographic processes among the Sami of Norway in 2000-2013, including the dynamic of population, natural increase, factors and reasons which caused them in this period. The short analysis of references has been made. Stable economic situation is improving the conditions of Sami. At the modern stage, special conditions for keeping the Sami's ethnic identity are arranged, the basis of which is the language development.
Indigenous peoples as a social phenomenon and a scientific problem are in focus of the world and Russian public for a long time, due to the concern of the world community about the gradual disappearance from the face of the earth of the unique culture of ethnic groups, loss of language, culture and traditional forms of life. Particularly acute this problem is in the northern regions of the world, namely in the Arctic and in the Barents Euro-Arctic region, where their concentration is most significant. At the beginning of the XXI century the total number of indigenous people living in the Arctic, reached about 400 thousand people, which worked out 8.5% of the population of the Arctic region [1, Sokolova F.H., p. 58].
Since the beginning of industrial development of the Arctic the problem of preserving the traditional way of life of indigenous peoples has especially actualized, as intensification of the processes in the region can cause manmade disasters, ecological disbalance in nature, which is fraught with negative consequences for indigenous peoples whose lives and culture is entirely dependent on the environment. At present, the problem of indigenous peoples of the North is a significant social problem that concerns the entire global and regional public.
In the Russian and international legal practice, unfortunately, there is no single definition of ethnic minorities, who in these days have preserved traditional lifestyle, culture and customs.
According to the ILO Convention "About Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries" № 169 from 1989, following peoples referred to indigenous: "peoples, having tribal way of life in independent countries, whose social, cultural and economic conditions distinguish them from other groups of the national community and whose status is regulated completely or partially by their own customs or traditions or by special legislation."
1 .
Also, in the Russian legal practice, ethnic groups living in the territories of traditional settlement of their ancestors, keeping traditional way of life, livelihoods and crafts, are classified as indigenous peoples. The difference between the Russian interpretation of the definition is that the above designated ethnic groups in Russia are those nations whose population does not exceed 50 000 people, thereby emphasizing the importance to preserve the culture of the ethnic groups living in conditions of a real threat of extinction 2 .
The main issues of the state national policy of the Russian Federation, which require special attention of the state and municipal authorities, are: a) the preservation and development of cultures and languages of the peoples of the Russian Federation, strengthening of their spiritual community; b) ensuring the rights of indigenous peoples and national minorities 3 .
The subject matter of indigenous peoples is not neglected by the attention of the world and proportion of people employed in these industries fell down from 18.7% to 16.5%. Nowadays 
